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Chamberlain obtained a charter for Birmingham. Hencefor-
ward civic instead of federal universities became the rule. The
Victoria Federal University split up into its several units. One
by one other provincial colleges received charters which
empowered their teachers to confer degrees on their own
students, instead of entering them for the London external
examination.
And in the metropolis itself the federated colleges drew
closer together, abandoning denominational tests in order to
facilitate inter-collegiate teaching, co-ordinating their post-
graduate work, mitigating overlapping, and even experiment-
ing in formally incorporating themselves in the civic body of
which they were now proud to be members.
How far has this development of modern universities been
due to actual government aid in reinforcement of govern-
ment policy?
After the Duke of Wellington's bestowal of a site on King'a
College in 1829 as a state subsidy to religious inequality and
intolerance, very little help was given by the government in
the actual foundation of these new colleges and universities.
There were in fact only two notable instances. The one was
when the Prince Consort's great exhibition of 1851 left behind
it at South Kensington royal schools of mines and also of
science as applied to the arts. And the other was when Glad-
stone of Hawarden took the advice of a departmental com-
mittee presided over by Lord Aberdare, and endowed Wales
in the early 'eighties with the local colleges which her own
benefactors were not opulent enough to provide unaided.
Towards the cost of maintenance, however, the state
acquired the habit of contributing more generously. And this
was pecularly necessary; for the cost of upkeep was far higher
than in the older universities. In these, all that was necessary
was for the richly endowed colleges to save their venerable
walls from the ravages of time and ivy: with the help of a
library they could then cultivate the humanities in peace, if
they were so inclined. But for the stuiy of science, and
especially technology, expensive laboratories were required.

